
 

 

 
NOTES ON COMPLETION OF APPLICATION FOR   

STATUTORY SANCTION  
  
Before any aid to navigation can be established, altered or disestablished consent in the form of 
Statutory Sanction under the Merchant Shipping Act must be obtained from the Commissioners 
of Irish Lights. In most cases the application for consent must be forwarded through the relevant 
Local Lighthouse Authority.  
  
The purpose of these notes is to assist aids to navigation providers in the completion of the 
Statutory Sanction application form. The form is intended to be comprehensive but not 
exhaustive. Where appropriate, additional information or remarks should be provided on a 
separate sheet.  
  
Further detailed information on aids to navigation provision is available in the Aids to Navigation 
Guide (Navguide) and the Maritime Buoyage System (MBS) published by the International 
Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA).  
  
Where further assistance is required please contact Irish Lights eNavigation and Maritime 
Services Department on 01 2715400 or email info@irishlights.ie.  
  
OPENING PARAGRAPH  
 
The wording of the form is for applications to establish, disestablish or alter aids to navigation. 
The non relevant wording should be deleted.  
  
For aids to navigation in Northern Ireland the relevant legislation is section 199 (2) of the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1995, for aids to navigation in the Republic of Ireland the relevant 
legislation is section 653 (2) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1894, the non relevant wording should 
be deleted.   
  
A brief explanation should be given of the purpose for which the work is being carried out.  
  
NAME OF AID  
 
A relevant and distinctive name or number should be assigned to each aid. Where possible this 
name should be displayed on the aid.  
  
PORT AREA  
 
The port or area which the aid will be located should be indicated. For offshore aids enter 
‘offshore’.  
  
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE OR NORTHING AND EASTING, DATUM  
 
Latitude and Longitude are the preferable format for submitting coordinates and should be 
expressed in degrees and decimals of a minute to three places of decimals. For example the 
WGS84 position of the Fastnet Rock Lighthouse is 51° 23.362’ N 09° 36.184’ W.  
 
 
TYPE OF AID  
  
Types of aid include; lighthouses, beacons, buoys, leading lights, Racons, AIS.   



 

 

  
SUBTYPE  
 
The subtype should define the designation of the aid, e.g. Port, Starboard, Cardinal, Special 
Mark, Leading Light, PEL etc.   
  
IALA CATEGORY  
 
IALA Category refers to the importance of a particular aid within the aids to navigation system 
based on the assessment of risk by the provider / Local Lighthouse Authority.  
  
Category 1 aids are considered to be of vital navigational significance and are required to meet 
a minimum average availability of 99.80%.  
 
Category 2 aids are considered to be of important navigational significance and are required to 
meet a minimum average availability of 99.00%.  
 
Category 3 aids are considered to be of necessary navigational significance and are required to 
meet a minimum average availability of 97.00%.  
  
CHARACTER AND RANGE  
 
For lighted aids the flash character and its breakdown should be given. For example the character 
of a light which flashes red every 5 seconds with a flash length of 0.3 seconds would be described 
as Fl R 5s (fl 0.3, ec 4.7).  
  
The range should be the nominal range expressed in nautical miles. Nominal range is the 
luminous range where the meteorological visibility is 10 nautical miles, which is equivalent to a 
transmission factor of T = 0.74.  
  
In general statutory sanction will not be granted for lights with ranges of less than 2.0 miles.  
  
RADIO AIDS AND TOPMARK  
 
Radio Aids which may be provided include Racons, Automatic Identification Systems, Radar 
Target Enhancers and Local Correction Systems. Full details should be given including 
manufacturer, frequencies, coding and range. It should be noted that in addition to Irish Lights 
Statutory Sanction any transmitting device requires a radio licence from the relevant authority.  
  
The shape and colour of the topmark should be fully described.  
  
HEIGHT, DIMENSIONS, POWER SOURCE, WEIGHT AND MOORINGS  
 
The height in metres above Mean High Water Springs should be stated separately to the actual 
dimensions of the structure. For a floating aid this will be the distance from the waterline to the 
focal plane of the light or the top of the daymark if unlighted. For a land based aid the height 
above MHWS of the location on which the structure is placed will have to be added to the distance 
from the base of the structure to the focal plane / top of daymark.  
  
The dimensions of the actual structure should be given in metres or indicated on a drawing as 
appropriate.  
  
Types of power source include mains, mains with battery backup, solar, wind, and battery.  
  
For floating aids the weight of the aid, not including moorings, should be given along with a full 
description of the mooring including the weight of the various elements involved.  



 

 

  
CONTACTS, SIGNATURE, AUTHORITY AND PROVIDER  
 
Main and local contact details should be given to facilitate a timely response to any reports that 
the aid has become defective or to arrange inspections / audits.  
  
The application must be signed by a representative of the Local Lighthouse Authority seeking 
sanction for the aid.  
  
The Local Lighthouse Authority seeking sanction and the provider of the aid should be clearly 
identified. The provider will be responsible for the provision and ongoing maintenance of the aid.  
  

 


